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Sir: 

Appellant submits herewith an Appeal Brief as required by 37 C.F.R. § 41 .37. This 
Appeal Brief is in response to the Final Office Action dated July 11, 2008. 



I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is Intel Corporation, a corporation of Delaware, 



II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are no other appeals or interferences known to Appellant which relate to, directly 
affect or are directly affected by the Board's decision in this appeal. 



HI. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 1-37 remain pending. Claims 1-37 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheridan (US Patent no. 5760917) in view of Stewart et al. 



(US Patent no. 6389460), and further in view of Albanese et ai. (US Patent Application 
Publication No. 2006/0167985 Al), 

The rejections of claims 1-37 are appealed. These claims are reproduced in the attached 
Claims Appendix. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS: 

A Request for Reconsideration to the Non-Final Office Action was filed on March 25, 
2008, but it contained no substantive amendments. A Request for Continued Examination was 
filed with amendments on Oct. 17, 2007; these amendments have been entered. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER: 

Regarding independent claim 1, a method for location-based image sharing may include 
defining a sharing rule (Fig, 1, block 140; Fig. 3, block 360) that specifies one or more recipients 
(Fig. 3, block 320) with whom an image (Fig. 1 , block 110) should be shared based on location- 
identifying information (Fig. 1, block 115, 120, 130; Fig. 3, block 350), the location-identifying 
information associated with a physical location (Fig. 1, block 1 15) of subjects and objects 
captured by the image (Fig. 2, blocks 221, 220; Page 3, lines 22-25; Page 4, lines 17-25; Page 5, 
lines 1-25; Page 6, lines 1-6 ); and applying the location-identifying information (Fig. 1, block 
1 15, 120, 130; Fig. 3, block 350) to the sharing rule (Fig. 1, block 140; Fig. 3, block 360) to 
determine the one or more recipients (Fig. 3, block 320) with whom the image (Fig, 1, block 
110) should be shared (Fig. 2, blocks 250, 260; Page 6, lines 7-22). 

Regarding independent claim 9, a system for location-based image sharing may include a 
sharing rale (Fig. 1, block 140; Fig. 3, block 360) defining one or more recipients (Fig. 3, block 
320) with whom an image (Fig. 1, block 110) should be shared based on location-identifying 
information (Fig. 1, block 115, 120, 130; Fig. 3, block 350), the location-identifying information 
associated with a physical location (Fig. 1, block 115) of subjects and objects captured by the 
image (Fig. 2, blocks 221, 220; Page 4, lines 1-5, 17-25; Page 5, lines 1-25; Page 6, lines 1-6); 
and a sharing engine (Fig. 3, block 340) to apply the location-identifying information (Fig, 1, 
block 1 15, 120, 130; Fig. 3, block 350) to the sharing rule (Fig. 4, block 360) to determine the 
one or more recipients (Fig. 3, block 320) with whom the image (Fig. 1, block 110) should be 



shared (Fig. 2, blocks 210, 220, 230, 240, 250, 260; Page 4, lines 1-5, 17-25; Page 5, lines 1-25; 
Page 6, lines 1-6; Page 8, lines 15-24; Page 9, lines 1-13). 

Regarding independent claim 17, a computer readable medium having computer program 
code stored therein (Page 4, lines 5-7) may include code that when executed on a processor 
causes the processor to perform a method for location-based image sharing including defining a 
sharing ride (Fig. 1, block 140; Fig. 3, block 360) that specifies one or more recipients (Fig. 3, 
block 320) with whom an image (Fig. 1, block 1 10) should be shared based on location- 
identifying information (Fig. 1, block 115, 120, 130: Fig. 3, block 350), the location-identifying 
information associated with a physical location (Fig. 1, block 115) of subjects and objects 
captured by the image; and applying the location-identifying information (Fig. 1, block 115, 120, 
130; Fig. 3, block 350) to the sharing rule (Fig. 1, block 140; Fig. 3, block 360) to determine the 
one or more recipients (Fig, 3, block 320) with whom the image should be shared (Fig. 2, blocks 
250, 260; Page 6, lines 7-22). 

Regarding independent claim 25, a computer readable medium having computer program 
code stored therein (Page 4, lines 5-7) may include code that when executed on a processor 
causes the processor to perform a method of sharing an image (Fig. 1, block 1 10) having 
location-identifying information (Fig. 1, block 115, 120, 130; Fig. 3, block 350) including 
determining a recipient (Fig. 3, block 320) of the image based upon the location-identifying 
information, the location- identifying information associated with a physical location (Fig. 1 , 
block 1 15) of subjects and objects captured by the image; and making the image available to the 
recipient (Fig. 1, block 150; Fig, 2, block 270, Page 4, lines 5-16; 17-25, Page 5, lines 1-25; Page 
6, lines 1-22). 

Regarding independent claim 31, a method of sharing an image having location- 
identifying information, may include determining a recipient (Fig. 3, block 320, Fig. 2, block 
260) of the image based upon the location-identifying information (Fig. 1 , block 1 15, 120, 130; 
Fig. 3, block 350), the location-identifying information associated with a physical location (Fig. 
1, block 115) of the image subject; and making the image available to the recipient (Fig. 1, block 
150; Fig. 2, block 270; Page 3, lines 22-25; Page 4, lines 17-25; Page 5, lines 1-25; Page 6, lines 
1-22. 



VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION : 

A, Claims 1 -37 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sheridan (US Patent no. 5760917) in view of Stewart et al. (U S Patent no. 
6389460), and further in view of Albanese et al. (US Patent Application 
Publication No. 2006/0167985 Al). 

VII. ARGUMENT : 

A. Claims 1, 9, 17, 25 and 31 are patentable over Sheridan in view of Stewart, et al., 
and further in view; of Albanese. 

1 . Stewart et al., Sheridan and Albanese et al. fail to teach the subject 

location of the image. Albanese etal, do not teach or suggest that the 
location-identifying information associated with a physical location of 
subjects and objects captured by the image. Thus, none of the cited 
references teach or suggest "the location-identifying information 
associated with a physical location of subjects and objects captured by the 
image" 

Appellant respectfully traverses the § 103(a) rejection of claims 1,9, 17, 25 and 3 1 over 
Sh eridan in view of Stew art et al . , an d further in vie w of Albanese . A prima facie case of 
obviousness has not been established, because the references as combined fail to teach or suggest 
all elements of the claims. 

Independent Claims 1, 9, 17, 25 and 3 1 require, inter alia, that an image be shared based 
on "location-identifying information, the location-identifying information associated with a 
physical location of subjects and objects captured by the image." Sheridan, Stewart et al., and 
Albanese et al., even if it were proper to combine them, fail to teach or suggest the method or 
system set forth in Claims 1 , 9, 17, 25 and 31. 

Page 4 of the Final Office Action admits that "Sheridan applies location identifying 
information as previously shown in the last office action (See Sheridan col. 5, lines 10-18, col. 6, 
lines 13-32, and lines 56-63), it is silent about the location identifying information being 
associated with a physical location of the image subject as newly claimed." 

On Page 4 of the non-final Office Action of Nov. 13, 2007, it was admitted that a 
combination of Sheridan and Stewart et al. did not disclose the limitation. It was noted that 



although the proposed combination of Sheridan and Stewart "discloses location identifying 
info.,ii'i!\>r< (Su* Y.owjtuol ^ ! nvs ' I -"*!), -1 ■- ->ikvi ebv>u* Re ph\-uel o. jlka, o>' subjects 
and obiC>.is capmicd b\ Re :magu as ota spec ncd n the cla :ns it is fuili a as v. nod tl at 
Hov\tu.r, ir,t-o dis<. lo-.i~- a lot aian-hasee shasipg -iilt spu\(\.ng *he pKsieal loot 'oa oS 
subject ji d eb'ceu cap!:. '"co >\ the image iSc Mbancse nai.-gi.-ph [OH* i|i ' 

Howev:, - v n Pigc ^ oi lU 1 snal 0,f- c Act^n ,i ,s - v nee \ga::i aw: led uu* " Slow ik 
dis>. Icvwi loC'i'io:! ideofvipg tiictmfi'<ou bong associated mli a plnsieal IccaUor 01 :he jraaue 
subic t {See Sit wni eoi S ;«,( . 1Mb" 

'Hi-v^o^o' Steward) ^ck^es ligation iciotuih i<v> iPiWnsauon bupg 'issocatcd 
w nh a pre sica! Ioojuoi o! ihc imago >ab|0<.i(Sco S'^wai : col ' 1 n«. ■, 1 1 3 0 

I h<„rolbre u >s eops\le,ee ohvioi.s ilr-J oae skilled n the art at urae o! the 
iH\CH"v!on aojKI :^co«i i/c the ad\ai lagc (>* modihii" Sheridan's sicp oi identi ^ ing 
ipibnaaiun b\ moos poraing Siewvfs cic n>v s who, oat the v>. aum icoiuihir/ 
irl\-rt.!Jtion bwipe 'issuuaU-J vvtp ^ ou\ mu-1 k>>. atius-. o> tno ipia^c sublet 1 he 
n,"i:\aii"n .b: penbnrifp.g such \ rr.odffieatiop. it, sa^nclan >s s o o,f- :onf,\ tieloo: imv.'' 
to a i.soi j- tauopi t)\ Sk.w iSwO MonaiiaM l , l.nos ^5-58 ^.du>l 4, iuvs (-14) 

U is noto.1 that akhoigh i.v proposed c onib:nat:"n of sa^nclan and S^'wan 
vhsLio-c- loiaK-n .donl"i> Mig ,n,o: leather. iSe>~ Mewa::. n-i 5, lines 1-3'. *. if h siltnl 
about tht physical location of subjects and objects capturtd b> the image as ntvth 
specified in fixe claims. 

However, Albanese discloses a location-based sharing rule specifying the physical 
location of subjects and object - captured by the image (See Albanese paragraph [0034])," 
[emphasis added] 

a. Examiner' s response: 

Page 5 of the Final Office Action points to paragraph [0034] of Albanese et al. as 
allegedly teaching or suggesting that the location identifying information is associated with the 
physical location of subjects and objects captured by the image. 

b. Appellant's reply: 

First, the Final Office Action contradicts the Office's argument by first asserting that 
Stewart discloses location identifying information being associated with a physical location of 



Page 6 

the image subject and then admitting that neither Sheridan nor Stewart et al. teach this limitation, 
hut that Albanese et al. do. 

Second, the Examiner misunderstands the meaning of location identifying information, in 
general. The claims had been amended to clarify this meaning, based on the Examiner's 
continued misunderstanding. The location identifying information, as recited in all independent 
claims (1, 9, 17, 25 and 31) is fully described in the specification beginning on Page 4, lines 24 
et seq. (Also se Fig. 1 , block 1 1 5.) It is described that the location identifying information 
identifies the location where the image was shot with the camera, and not a location where an 
electronic image is stored in a database, or scanned from a photograph into an electronic image, 
etc. In a described embodiment, if the image is shot with a camera having a GPS component, the 
latitude and longitude of the image subject may be recorded and associated with the image, In a 
case where there is no GPS associated with the camera, a user may manually enter the location, 
in a variety of formats, However, regardless of how the information is recorded, the location 
identifying information is associated with the physical location of the subject of the image, and 
not of a directory or other location of the electronic image. 

Albanese et al. in the cited paragraph [0034] describe placing pictures in a specific 
directory and granting a user access to the directory or granting access to specific photos. File 
access methods are well known in the art. However, these methods are usually limited to 
creating access tables based on a filename, file location, or directory structure. None of these 
methods (which are not fully described in the reference) are remotely related to granting access 
based on the location of the subject of an image. 

On Page 2 of the Final Office Action, the Examiner responds to Appellant's arguments 
by asserting that "to the examiner, the location where the object/subject was photographed is 
equivalent to the location where the image was scanned." It is assumed that the Examiner Is 
referring to the teachings of Sheridan. 

On Page 8 of the Appellant's Request for Consideration filed on March 25, 2008 it is 
explained that: 

"The Examiner has misunderstood the scope of the claimed invention, as well as 
the teachings of Albanese et al. The location-identifying information, as described and 
claimed, is information associated with the subject location of an image. This is not the 
location of the actual stored electronic image, file folder, or where the image was 
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scanned, but the location of where the image was photographed, or rather, the location of 
ihc suhjvci of the image, i.e., where ihc objects captured hy ihe image are iocaicd. This 
definition would be apparent to one of skill in the art after reading the disclosure. 
Applicant has explained this concept, with examples, in previous Office Action 
responses. While it is understood that the Examiner may read the claims broadly, the 
claims must be read in light of the description of the invention." [emphasis added] 

The Examiner asserts that it makes no difference as to whether pictures are scanned at 
three different locations or the pictures are taken at three different locations and associated with 
three different subject locations. (See Pages 2-3 of the Final Office Action.) However, the two 
concepts are not equivalent and use of a scanned location will not result in Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

If users scan photographs and the location of the scanner is associated with the electronic 
image, they cannot be shared in the same manner as described and claimed by Appellant. The 
location of the image subject is required, and not the same as a scanner location. For instance, 
scanned images may also be shared based on the subject location. Suppose User 1 scans an 
image of Death Valley, CA on a scanner located in Fairfax, VA. User 2 scans an image of Death 
Valley, CA on a scanner located in Austin, TX. User 3 scans an image of Fenway Park (Boston, 
MA) on a scanner located in Death Valley, C A. If a rule is created to share all photos with 
images of Death Valley, C A then no images will be shared when looking at scanner locations. In 
one implementation, if the scanner location is used in the rule, the photo of Fenway Park will be 
mistakenly shared, because it was scanned in Death Valley, CA. Just because images can be 
scanned at a specific location and the scanner location can be automatically recorded associated 
with the electronic image does not mean that the images can be properly shared among users 
based on location identify ing information that is associated with the location of the subject of the 
image. 

The teaching of Sheridan is directed to identifying the location of the scanner for 
purposes of creating access rights. However, these access rights are not equivalent to sharing 
based on location of the subject image, [vocation of a scanner cannot replace the location of an 
image as location identifying information and result in the same invention as claimed by 
Appellant, 
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B. Claims 2-8, 10-16, 18-24, 26-30 and 32-37 are patentable over Sheridan in view 
of Stewart et al. , and further in view of Albanese. 

1 . Dependent Claims 2-8, 1 0- 1 6, 1 8-24, 26-30 and 32-37 are allowable at 
k:asl by \ him: ofihdr dependence: from Claims 1 . 9. i 7. 25 and 3 i , 
respectively. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, Appellant respectfully solicits the Honorable Board to 
reverse the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-37. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the fil ing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-0221 and please credit any excess 
fees to such deposit account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 10 Dec. 2008 / Joni D. Stutman-Horn / 

Joni D. Stutman-Horn 
Registration No. 42, 1 73 

c/o Intel Corporation 
LF2 

4040 Lafayette Center Drive 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
(703) 633-6845 
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VIH . CLAIMS APPENDIX 

1 . (Previously amended) A method for location-based image sharing, comprising: 
defining a sharing rule that specifies one or more recipients with whom an image should 

be shared based on location-identifying information, the location-identifying information 
associated with a physical location of subjects and objects captured by the image: and 

applying the location-identifying information to the sharing rule to determine the one or 
more recipients with whom the image should be shared. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
making the image automatically available to the determined one or more recipients, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein making the image available comprises 
either automatically sending a copy of the image to the determined one or more recipients by e- 
maii or automatically sending a link to the image on a Web site to the determined one or more 
recipients. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising converting the location- 
identifying information into location data using a location database. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the location identifying 
information comprises latitude and longitude coordinates. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein die image is at least one of 
a digital photo and a digital video. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the sharing rule specifies at 
least one of a proximity to the location-identifying information, a set of location-identifying 
information and a bounding perimeter of location-identifying information. 



8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the sharing rule comprises a rule tha t 
images are only to be shared with the one or more recipients that are on a buddy list. 

9. (Previously amended) A system for location-based image sharing, comprising: 
a sharing rule defining one or more recipients with whom an image should be shared 

based on location-identifying information, the location-identifying information associated with a 
physical location of subjects and objects captured by the image; and 

a sharing engine to apply the location-identifying information to the sharing rule to 
determine the one or more recipients with whom the image should be shared. 

1 0. (Previously presented) The system of claim 9, further comprising: 

a sending unit to make the image automatically available to the determined one or more 
recipients. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the sending unit is adapted to either 
automatically send a copy of the image to the determined one or more recipients by e-mai l or 
automatically send a link to the image on a Web site to the determined one or more recipients. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the sharing engine is further adapted to 
convert the location-identifying information into location data using a location database. 

13. (Previously amended) The system of claim 9 wherein the location-identifying 
information comprises latitude and longitude coordinates. 

14. (Previously amended) The sy stem of claim 9 wherein the image is at least one of a 
digital photo and a digital video. 

15. (Previously amended) The system of claim 9 wherein the sharing rule specifies at 
least one of a proximity to the location-identifying information, a set of location-identifying 
information and a bounding perimeter of location-identifying information. 



16. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the sharing rule comprises a rule that 
images are only to be shared with the one or more recipients that are on a buddy list. 

17. (Previously amended) A computer readable medium having computer program 
code stored therein, the code when executed on a processor to cause the processor to perform a 
method for location-based image sharing, the method comprising: 

defining a sharing rale that specifies one or more recipients with whom an image should 
be shared based on location-identifying information, the location-identifying information 
associated with a physical location of subjects and objects captured by the image; and 

applying the location-identifying information to the sharing rule to determine the one or 
more recipients with whom the image should be shared, 

18. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 1 7, wherein the method further 
comprises making the image automatically available to the determined one or more recipients. 

1 9. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 18, wherein making the image 
available comprises either au tomatically sending a copy of the image to the determined one or 
more recipients by e-mail or automatically sending a link to the image on a Web site to the 
determined one or more recipients. 

20. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 17, wherein the method further 
comprises converting the location-identifying information into location data using a location 
database. 

21. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 17 wherein the location-identifying 
information comprises latitude and longitude coordinates. 

22. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 17 wherein the image is at least one 
of a digital photo and a digital video. 



23. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 17 wherein the sharing ride specifies 
at least one of a proximity to the location-identifying information, a set of location -identifying 
information and a bounding perimeter of location-identifying information. 

24. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 17 wherein the sharing rule 
comprises a rule tha t images are only to be shared with the one or more recipients that are on a 
buddy list. 

25. ( Previously amended) A computer readable medium having computer program 
code stored therein, the code when executed on a processor to cause the processor to perform a 
method of sharing an image having location-identifying information, the method comprising: 

determining a recipient of the image based upon the location-identifying information, the 
location-identifying information associated with a physical location of subjects and objects 
captured by the image; and 

making the image available to the recipient. 

26. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 25, wherein making the image 
available comprises either automatically sending a copy of the image to the determined one or 
more recipients by e-mail or automatically sending a link to the image on a Web site to the 
determined one or more recipients. 

27. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 25, wherein the method further 
comprises converting the location-identifying information into location data using a location 
database. 

28. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 25 wherein the location-identifying 
information comprises latitude and longitude coordinates. 

29. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 25 wherein the image is at least one 
of a digital photo and a digital video. 



30. (Previously amended) The medium of claim 25 wherein the sharing ride specifies 
at least one of a proximity to the location-identifying information, a set of location -identifying 
information and a bounding perimeter of location-identifying information. 

3 1 . (Previously amended) A method of sharing an image having location-identifying 
information, comprising: 

determining a recipient of the image based upon the location-identifying information, the 
location-identifying information associated with a physical location of the image subject; and 
making the image available to the recipient. 

32. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein making the image 
available comprises at least one of automatically sending a copy of the image to the recipient by 
e-mail and automatically sending a link to the image on a Web site to the recipient. 

33. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, further comprising converting the 
location-identifying information into location data using a location database. 

34. ( Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein the location-identifying 
information comprises latitude and longitude coordinates. 

35 . (Previously added) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the image is at least one 
of a digital photo and a digital video, 

36. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein determining a recipient of 
the image is performed using at least one of a proximity to the location-identifying information, a 
set of location-identifying information and abounding perimeter of location-identifying 
information. 

37. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein making the image 
available to the recipient comprises making the image availabl e to the recipient only if the 
recipient is on a buddy list. 
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IX. E\ V [ APH \ JIK 



None. 
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X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 



None. 



